
IIPOTOKOJI 

qeTBepToro saci.l(aHHH .l(eJierau;iii Y1<:pa!HH i PocilicbI<oi· 
<t>e.ZJ:epau.ii" 3 BH3Ha1:1eHH.sI npaBOBOfO CTaTycy A30BCbKOf0 MOp5I Ta 

K epqeHChKOI npoTOKH, a TaKmK p03MeJI<:yaaHH51 MopchKHX 

npocTopiB y 1.JopHOMY Mopi 

23 BepecH.H 1998 poKy B M. K.T1€Bi Bi.l16y JIOCb "lfeTBepTe 
3aci.naHIDI ,neJieraui:H YKpa1HH i PocilicbKo1 <De.nepaui1 3 BH3Ha'-!eHH5I 

npaBoBoro cTaTycy A30BCbKoro MOp5I Ta KeptieHcnKo1 npo10KM1 a 
TaKO:>K p03Me)KyBaHH.$l MOpCbKHX npocTopiB y 1IopHOMY Mopi (cn HCOK 

'-IJiettiB ,neJierauiH: .no.aaeTbc5I). 

IlopSI,llOK .l{eHHJ.ill 3aci,llaHIDI: 

1. Ilpo rrpaBOBHM craryc A30BCbKoro Mop71 i cy,nttorrJiaBCTBO B 
idoro aKBaTopiL 

2. ITpo npaBOBI1H cTaTyc Kep'ieHCbKO] rrpoTOKH. 

3. Ilpo p03Me:>KyBaHH5i KOHTMHeHTa.JibHOro IIIeJibcPY 
BHKJilOlJ:HHX (MopCbKHX) eKOHOMi"l!HI{X 30H y LiopHOMY Mopi. 

4. ITpo cy,nttorrJiaBcTBo B Kep'-IeHCbKiH rrpoToui. 

5. IIpo npoeKT KoMnneKcHo1 nporpaMM cniBpo6iTHMUTBa 
PocilicbKoi" <De.aepaui1 i Y Kpa1HH B A3oBo-Kep'-IeHCbKOMY peri otti. 

6. Pi3He. 

3 neprnor o nHTaHHH 

CTopoHH rri.n:TBep,Z:U·IJIH 3acpiKcoBa1-1e s npoToKoJii rpeTboro 

3acinaHHH .aeJierau111 noJio:>r<eHHR npo Te, mo A30BCbKe >rnpe 
po3r JI5ClaE:TbC5J HHMM .HK BHYTPiinHi BOLIH Y Kpai"HH l PocincbKoi" 

<De,nepar.:til. 

YKpa1HCbKa cropoHa Ili,lITBep,nMJia CB010 TI03MUi10, BMKJia,'.leHy B 

xoni rronepenHix 3acinaHb, crocoBHO Heo6xiJlHOCTi .lleJiiMirauil 
.nep:>KaBHoro rcop,n:oHy B A30BCbKOMY Mopi i 3a5IBI1JJa 1 mo 

HeBM3HalleHiCTb Me}K C)'BepeHHnx rrpaB YKpai."HM i Pocif.tcbKOi" 
<De,nepaui"i s A30BChKOMY Mopi 3aB,ZiaE 3611TKiB eK0HoM1m .HK 
YKpai"HJI, TaK i Pocil 1 neraTHBHO BnJii-rnae na )1o6po6yT ttapoJXiB o6ox 

nep:>KaB. 
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PociH:cbKa cTopoHa 3aHBttna npo re, mo 'i1 TI03HUi5l Bl1XOLU1Tb 3 

tteno,n;iJibHOCTi BOA A3oBo-Kep4.eHCbK01 aKBaTopil, mo ncpe,:r6ayae 
nornupeHHH CTaTycy BHyTpiIIIHiX BO..Q TaKO:>K i Ha KepqeHCbKY 
npoTOKY) i BI1K.ITaJia CBOl apryMeHTH npOTI1 npoBe,UeHH5r KOp.JOH)' B 

A3oBo-Kep"Y.ettcbKoMy periotti, mo HeMHHY'le Be.l(e 11.0 Bi;:IKpMTT7i uici" 
:>101TTCBO Ba:>KJIMBOY 30HH cniJibHHX lHTepeciB PocifrchKOi' cDe.aepauii" i 
y I<pa1HH ,ZlJI5l BillbHOT'O rr.naBaHH.sr cy ,neH) 51Ki Ha.ne:>KaTb TpeTiJ-1 

Kpa!HaMi B TOMY 'lliCJii !xHix BiHCbKOBMX Kopa6JiiB. 
IlpH IlbOMY BHKOpI1CTaHHH 3ra,n:aHHX MOpCbKI1X npocropiB 

Hor JIO 6 3,[(iHCHIOB3THC5l IllJl,S{XOM BJ13Hat.reHH.$£ Bi,lJ.ITOBi;IHM.X 30H 

Bi.lUlOBi,lJ.aJibHOCTi: B ~acnIHi p116aJibCTBa, BHKOpHCTaHIDI Hanp' 

cy,ZIHOITJiaBCTBa, oxopOHH HaBKOJIMIIlHbOI'O Gepe.noBMlUa. 
crriBpo6iTHHUTBa np.r-n<op,lI.OHHHX MHTHMX CJry>K6, 6e3rreKH 
MopeIIJJaBCTBa Ta iH. 

B xo.::ri KOHcy JibTaui:ti 6y na B nonepe.UHbOi'IY rrop5I!!:Ky 
nopyIIIeHa i)re.s:r BI1KOpHCTaTH MO,lleJib pociI1cbKO-Ka3aXCTaHCbKOl 

,JOMOBJieHOCTi mo.no po3Me)KyBaHH51 ctj:>ep BMKOp11CTaHH51 Ha.up Ha 
.lIHi Kacrrii'rcbKOro MOp5I B aHanori 1:1:HMX uin.s:rx B A3oBCbKOMY Mopi. 

3 .n:pyroro IIHTaHHJf 

YKpa1HCbKa cTopoHa, BHXO.lJ..5P1H 3 np11HQ11rry 

npaBOHaCTYTIHIUlTBa ,n;ep)KaB II'(O.l[O TepHTOpii" j 3Ba:>Kaf01!M Ha 
ni,ll,TBep,n)KeJIH.H )J;BOCTOpOHHiMH Mi:>K.nep:>KaBHliMJ.i .n.oroBopaMH 

craTycy .zrep:>I<aBHoro Kop,n,otty, rri,llTBep.n.11Jia CBOIO rronepe.att10 

TI03HUi£O npo Heo6xi.UHicTb yKJia,lleHH.s:r .n:oroBopy rrpo npaBoBm1 
CTaryc I{ep1.1eHCbKOl rrpoTOKH. 

Ilo3HUiJI poci1'1cbKOl CTOpOHI1 BHKJia,lleHa B neplliOM}' Il)'HKTi 

UbOI'O npOTOKOJIY . 

YKpai:HCbKa cTopoHa 3a.5IBHJJa rrpo roToBHiCTb rrpo,lOB)KHTH 

po6oTy Haµ npoeKTOM .noroBopy npo po3;vie1:KyBaHtt5l 

KOHTYIBeHTaJibHOfO IIIeJibcpy i BHKJilO'tfHI1X (MopcbKHX) eKOHOMitIHHX 

30H y l!opHOMY Mopi Ta o6MiH5ITHCSI 3 poci11:CbKOIO CTOpOHOIO Ha 
OCHOBi B3aE.MHOCTi MeT0,2U1KOlO po3YJ:e}f<yBaRH5.I KOHTllHeHTa.1.IbHOI'O 

rneJibcpy i BI1KJII0l.JH11X (MopCbKHX) eKOHOMi'llffHX 30H y t.IopHo:--1y 
:-.10pi . 
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Poci:flcbKa cTopoHa 3anporroHyBaJia npoBecnr .LIBOCTopoHHi 
Ko Hey JibTauil Ha piBHi eKcnepTHHX rpyrr 3 MeT010 BHpo6neHHH 
3araJibHMX rri,z::i;xo,niB .zro p03Me>KyBaHH5I MOpCbKHX npocTopiB B 
1.J.opHOMY Mopi Mi){( YKpai:tto10 i PociiicbKOIO cDe,Ziepau:icIO. 

y Kpai'.HCbKa CTOpOHa BHB4'1'1Tb U:10 npono3HUiIO i IlOBi,QOMYITb 

pociHCbKiM CTopotti rrpo CBOE: piureHH5I y po60"t!OMY rrop71.l!KY. 

3 1.1eTBepToro rr11TaHIDI 

CTopoHH Bi,[{3Hat.IMJIB aKTMBi3a[(iIO ,n:BocTopoHHooro 
cniBpo6iTHMI(TBa mo.no 3a6e3net.JeHH5I 6e3rreKH MoperrJiaBCTBa B 

Kep'-IeHCbKiM npoToni . 
IlpH [(bOMY 6yJio BHCJIOBJieHo rro6a)l(aHfill TipO,llOB)l(MTH 

yKpaiHCbKO-pociHCbKiM ,n:iaJior Ha Bi.llTIOBi)lHOMY piBHi 3 MeTOIO 

BperyJIIOBaHH5I TMX IIJtITaHb CTOCOBHO cy.llHOnJiaBCTBa B Kep1.!:eHCbKiJ1 

npOTOlli' 5IKi 3aJIMllII1JIHCb Hey3fOJJ)KeHHMI1. 

3 Il" HTOfO IlHTaHH5I 

YKpaittcbKa cropoHa 3a5IBMJia rrpo HenpMliHHTHiCTh ,llJI5! 
YKpa1HM poc111cbKoro npoeKTY "KoMnJieKcHoi nporpa.MH 
cniBpo6iTH¥IUTBa Poci:i1cbKo1 <De.zrepauil i YKpai'HH B A30Bo
Kepl.!eHCbKOMY periotti" 5iK raKoi , ll(O He si,n;noBi.nae HauioHaJibHHM 
iHTepecaM y KpalHH. y Kpai'HCbKa CTopoHa BBa)J(aE: MO)J(JI.HBOIO 

ni.aroTOBKY cniJibHoro rrpoeKTY TaKo1 IIporpaM11 rricJI>I 3aBepIIIeHH}I 
.aoroBipHo-rrpaBOBOro ocpopMJieHH.H MOpCbKOi .ZliJI.HHKli yKpaiHCbKO

pociMCbKOfO .n:ep)f{aBHOfO KOp,llOHY. 

Poci:i1:cbKa cTopoHa B37!Jia .n:o Bi.llOMa 3a}rny yKpa1HCbKoi 
cropoHH Ta Tii.llTBepm-rna csoc rrepeKoHaHH5I B TOMY, 11(0 .no 
OCTaTO'l!Horo rrorO,ll)f{eHH5:I f103IU.J;iH mo.n.o rrpaBOBOf'O CTaTycy 
A30BCbKoro MOp.}J Ta Kep"tfeHCbKoi rrpoTOKM Heo6xi.n:tto BCiJI.}JKO 

3MiUHIOBaTI1 i KOOp.llHHyBanr llBOCTOpOHHe cniBpo6iTIDIU:TBO B U:bOMY 

periotti Mi>K 3aiHTepecoBaHHM.H MiHicTepCTBaMM Ta Bi.llOMCTBaMM, a 

TaKO)K np116epe)l(HHMl1 periottaMM .llBOX Kpa1H. EcpeKTMBHHM 
iHcrpyMeHTOM TaKoi crriJTuHo1 po6orH Morna 6 cran1 3ranaHa 
KoMrrJieI<CHa nporpaMa. 
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CropoHM noro.n:i;rnucb rrpo re, IIJ,O BMpirneHH5f Hacyru,Mx 
npo6JTeM HeMO:>KJTHBO 6e3 rrpOJlOB>KeHHH JlBOCTOpOHHbO'i B3ai'MO,llii' y 
sci x ccpcpax. 

*** 
qeprose 3acijlamrn: neJ1eran;iR Y Kpa'iHH i PociticbI<o1 <Denepan;H 

3 Bl13HaqeHII.SI rrpaaosoro crarycy A30BCbKoro MOpSI i npaaosoro 
crarycy Kept-reHCbKOi' rrpororrn:, a rat<O)K po3Me)l{yBaHH5r 
KOHTHT·IeFITaJJbHOro weJibcpy i BHI<JUOt{HRX (MopCbI<HX) eKOIIOMiqruiX 

30H y llopHOMY MOpi Bi.n;6y.n:eTbCH Ha rrotiaTKY 1999 poKy Ha 
reparopfi PociucbKOi' <Den:epauil . 

IlpoTOKOJT CKJia.LJ.eHMfi y t.(BOX 11pMMipHMI<ax yKpai:JiCbKOlO 

pociMCbKOIO MOBaMH. 

23 BepeCHH 1998 poKy 

/ 

M.Ka1B 

3A POCifiCbKY 
.l(EJIEf AUIIO 

#~'~ 
,"/~BOJlbCbKl117I 
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cnMCOK 
JlEJIEf Al]JI YKP AJHH 

1. KOCTEHKO 
IOpiM BacJJJibOBYI~ 

2. ,QOPOillEHKO 
MuKoJia GeTpoBM'i 

3. CEBPIOKOB 
BoJIOJCHMI1p BacMJibOBJI"CJ. 

IIoco11 3 oco6.11JIBMX .n:opy11eHh M3C, 
KepiBHl.fK ne11erauil 

3aain:yBa'i BiMi.ny AttMiHicrpauiI Tipe3.Hn,ettTa 

3acryllH11K MiHicrpa TpaHcrropry - fo110Ba 
MOpCbKOfO rrenapTaMeHTy 

4. U.U1IIUOB 3acrymnm Miaicrpa Tpar-rcnopry -
0JieKCafI1lP AttaTOJilli:OBWi f OJfOBa Jl.ep)J(riAporpa¢>c.n:y)K6W 

5. CTEITAHEHKO 3acrymrnI< foJIOBH ,ll,ep)RJ<OMpn6rocny 
011eKciM M11KoJiaHoBJflJ 

6. JIOfBIHOB 
AHaTo.1Ji:t'r PoManoBifl 

7. PM.nA q 
BaJiepif'r 0JleKcaH.npOBWI 

8. AB.l{IOllIEHKO 
IOpiii f eopriI1oBiflI 

9. fYnAHOB 
€BreH ITa:a.rroBli'J 

10. BllCOUhKI1ti 
011eI<caH.np <l>enopoBWJ 

11 . AHIJ.MJIEB11ll 
f epoJJbil 011eKcaH~poB~ 

12. KOPOBKA 
Bac1111b fpHropoBiftI 

13. BOPOHA 
Mm<oJia lBaHoBJftI 

14. llEM"5fHEllb 
Ba11epiJ;i lBaHOBH'-l 

15. EOBOiliKO 
Cepri1! OneJ<ca1-1JJ,pOBJ-flJ 

Too Hatra.'IbHHI<a ynpaB.rr iIDUl 
,l{ep)f<I<Ol'>IKOp,l(OHY 

3acryrrHHI< Ha'lJ'.al!hIDU<a r TY M3C 

3acryrrHHI< Hat.Ial!hHID<a yrrpaBJJiHHH 
.ll,ep:>Kri,D;porpa¢c.rry:>K6n: 

,l{11peKTOp iHcrn~rry n H,l(IPO 

IlpoBi.llHl1M H2)1ROBJ1lf crrispo6iTHUK 
iHcnnyry Jlep)Ka.BJC i rrpasa HAH 

Ilpocpecop iHCTJIT)'T)' BO,llUOfO TpaHcnopTy 

Hal..[aJiblilrK siruri:ry MjHeK06e3neI<J1 

TBo Ha"<IaJJbHJIKa Bi!UliJJY 
,llep)Kl<OMKOp.llOH)' 

ITepwHH ceKpeTap LlflY M3C 

Crnpill1ri1 ocpiuep Bi.z:cn:iny CJI)'iK61·1 

Jlep)l(KOMKOpllOHY 
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CilMCOK 
.ll,EJIETAIU'i POCIHCbKO'i <l>E.l.(EPAI(II 

1. CABOJibCbKWVI )lupeKrop 2 ,[{CH)l M3C, KepiBHMK 
Irop Cepri:HoBIP-:J ,n;eJierauil 

2. )l31013EHKO 3acrynHMK .ll.MpeKTOpa nn M3C 
IlaBJIO fp1rropOB]{tJ 

3. 1IEPKAU1Ii.IH Io110BHJ1}i pa11HHK M3C 
,l{MIITpO ,[{M11:rpOBW4 

4. KY3HE1(0B 3acTynttl1K rna:a11 ,AJ.i,HiHicTpauii' 
Cepr il1 f eIDia,liiHOBmI PocTOBCbKOI 0611acTi 

5. fJIYMOB KepiBimK LI enapraMemy 
I BaH <beJJ.opoBIN MiHnpRpo.npecypcn 

6. KJIIMOB <PilC 
BactrJlb Bac1rnboBH'i 

7. 'Y:EPEMHHX KaniTaR nopry KaBKas 
CTa.Jib ApceHiHOBifti 

8. MAKAPOB ,UnpeKTOp AsoBCbKoro H,UI pu6ttoro 
Eeyapa BoJIO.LD1MMPOBH'I rocrroAapcrna 

9. JIIXA'Y:OB PalIHlf.K IIocoJ!bcTBa PociMcbKoi' 
BiKTOP BiTaJiiHOBM'i. c:Den.epauil B YKpaiHi 
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MINUTES 

of the 4th Meeting of the Delegations of Ukraine and the Russian 

Federation to Determine the Legal Status of the Sea of Azov and the 

Kerch Strait and to Delimit the Maritime Spaces in the Black Sea 

On 23 September 1998, Kyiv hosted the 4th Meeting of the Delegations of 

Ukraine and the Russian Federation to Determine the Legal Status of the Sea 

of Azov and the Kerch Strait and to Delimit the Maritime Spaces in the Black 

Sea (the list of delegation members is enclosed). 

Meeting agenda: 

1. On the legal status of the Sea of Azov and on navigation in its waters.

2. On the legal status of the Kerch Strait.

3. On the delimitation of the continental shelf and exclusive (maritime)

economic zones in the Black Sea.

4. On navigation in the Kerch Strait.

5. On the draft Integrated Program of Cooperation between the Russian

Federation and Ukraine in the Azov-Kerch Region.

6. Miscellaneous.

Regarding item one 

The sides reaffirmed the provision contained in the minutes of the third 

meeting of the delegations to the effect that they treat the Sea of Azov as 

internal waters of Ukraine and the Russian Federation. 

The Ukrainian side reaffirmed its position expressed in the course of 

preliminary meetings regarding the need to delimit the state border in the Sea 

of Azov and stated that the undetermined boundaries of sovereign rights of 

Ukraine and the Russian Federation in the Sea of Azov are damaging to the 

economies of both Ukraine and Russia and adversely affect the livelihoods of 

the people of both countries. 
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The Russian side stated that it proceeds in its position from the fact that the 

Azov-Kerch waters are indivisible, which implies that the status of internal 

waters should also be applied to the Kerch Strait. The Russian side also 

presented its arguments against delimitation in the Azov-Kerch region, which 

would inevitably open this vital zone of common interests of the Russian 

Federation and Ukraine to free navigation by vessels of third countries, 

including their military vessels. 

Meanwhile, the above-mentioned maritime spaces could be used by defining 

the relevant zones of responsibility: in the areas of fishing, mineral 

development, navigation, environmental protection, cooperation between 

border guard and customs services, safety of navigation, etc. 

In the course of consultations, preliminary consideration was given to the idea 

of using the model of the Russian-Kazakh agreement on the delimitation of 

areas of mineral development on the seabed of the Caspian Sea for the same 

purposes in the Sea of Azov. 

Regarding item two 

Proceeding from the principle of legal succession of the states with respect to 

the territory and considering the affirmation of the status of the state border 

by bilateral interstate agreements, the Ukrainian side reaffirmed its previous 

position regarding the need to enter into an agreement on the legal status of 

the Kerch Strait. 

The position of the Russian side is outlined in Item 1 of these minutes. 

Regarding item three 

The Ukrainian side expressed readiness to continue working on the draft 

agreement on the delimitation of the continental shelf and exclusive 

(maritime) economic zones in the Black Sea and to reciprocally exchange with 

the Russian side the procedure for delimitation of the continental shelf and 

exclusive (maritime) economic zones in the Black Sea.
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The Russian side proposed holding bilateral consultations at the level of expert 

groups with a view to working out general approaches to delimitation of 

maritime spaces in the Black Sea between Ukraine and the Russian Federation. 

The Ukrainian side will review this proposal and inform the Russian side about 

its decision in due course. 

Regarding item four 

The sides remarked on the more active bilateral cooperation in ensuring the 

safety of navigation in the Kerch Strait. 

The sides also expressed willingness to continue the Ukrainian-Russian dialog 

at the relevant level with a view to resolving the outstanding issues pertaining 

to navigation in the Kerch Strait. 

Regarding item five 

The Ukrainian side has denounced the Russian draft of the ‘Integrated Program 

of Cooperation between the Russian Federation and Ukraine in the Azov-Kerch 

Region’ as being unacceptable and in contravention of the national interests of 

Ukraine. The Ukrainian side believes it would be possible to prepare a joint 

draft of this Program after completion of the contractual and legal 

formalization of the maritime segment of the Ukrainian-Russian state border. 

The Russian side has taken cognizance of the statement made by the Ukrainian 

side and has reaffirmed its believe that, until a final agreement has been 

reached on the positions regarding the legal status of the Sea of Azov and the 

Kerch Strait, every effort must be made to reinforce and coordinate bilateral 

cooperation in this region between the concerned ministries and agencies and 

also between the coastal regions of the two states. The aforementioned 

Integrated Program could become an effective tool for such collaboration. 
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The sides have agreed that the issues at hand cannot be resolved without a 

continuation of bilateral cooperation in all areas. 

*** 

The next meeting of the delegations of Ukraine and the Russian Federation to 

determine the legal status of the Sea of Azov and the legal status of the Kerch 

Strait and to delimit the continental shelf and exclusive (maritime) economic 

zones in the Black Sea will take place in early 1999 in the territory of the 

Russian Federation. 

These minutes were drawn up in duplicate, in the Ukrainian and Russian 

languages. 

23 September 1998, Kyiv 

FOR THE UKRAINIAN 

DELEGATION 

[Signature] 

Yu. KOSTENKO 

FOR THE RUSSIAN 

DELEGATION 

[Signature] 

I. SAVOLSKIY
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